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A Future with Hope

For surely | know the plans

| have for you, says the Lord,
plans for your welfare and not for

harm, to give you a future with hope.

Jeremiah 29:11
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New
Parishioners
please
register at:

Our Lady of Ransom
Ministry Center

8624 W. Normal Ave.

Niles, IL 60714

847-823-2550

Our Lady of Ransom

Prayer to our Patroness

MaAry, OUr LAaDY OF RANSOM,
INTERCEDE FOR THOSE WHO ARE
ENSLAVED TO SIN IN ANY WAY
AND HELP THEM TO FIND THE
FREEDOM THAT (GOD WANTS

FOR HIS CHILDREN.

Amen.

In 1218, the Blessed Virgin
appeared in three separate visions
to St. Peter Nolasco, St. Raymond
of Penafort, and King James I

of Aragon.

She asked these men to establish
an Order for ransoming Christians
enslaved by the Moors. The Order
devoted themselves not only to
collecting alms for the ransom

of Christian captives, but also to

offering themselves in exchange.

The feast of Our Lady of Ransom
is celebrated on September 24, and
was instituted in 1696 AD.

Cut out this prayer cavd alony the black lines and fold in half.

Strategic Pastoral Plan Archdiocese of Chicago
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With Gratitude

With gratitude to Almighty God, we present
this veport of Stewardship of the gifts God
has given us. We are a vital parish of nearly
2,000 families, fifty years youny. All of our
worship, ministries and activities have the
same purpose—forming us move fully as

disciples of our Lovd Jesus and proclaiming
in word and deed the Gospel entrusted to us.

We spent our Jubilee year celebrating our grace-filled history and
calling to mind those who sacrificed so much to bring us to where we are
todny. This year we especially divect our gaze forward, looking to our
Sfuture with great hope.

Using the Strategic Pastoral Plan of the Avchdiocese as a guide, we have
established o significant goal for our parish. Over the next five years we
will put into place new and effective ways of move fully incorporating
into the life of the Church our people of every generation, beginning
with our childven and their parents.

Come join us as we celebrate the gifts of our lives, our foith and our

calling to bear witness to God’s love in the world.

Fr. Chris Gustafson, Pastor
Our Lady of Ransom Catholic Church
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he Church has one mission, one purpose, and
one plan entrusted to her by the Lord Jesus. The Church
is to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ to the whole
world, to celebrate the Sacraments that make his saving
mysteries available to all people until he comes again in glory, and
to serve the needs of an ailing humanity in a spirit of mercy and
compassion. That is her perennial mission.
In every age and in every place, the Church must link this mission to
the particular circumstances of people living in a given period. That
is why we have formulated a strategic pastoral plan, not to change
what the Lord has given us but to remain faithful to what he has
entrusted to us.
Francis Cardinal George, OMI
Archbishop of Chicago

July 2011 Year of Teens and Young Adults
July 2012 Year of Sunday Mass

July 2013 Year of Parent Formation

July 2014 Year of the Sacraments

To learn more about the Strategic Pastoral Plan
visit: http://www.archchicago.org




The Ministry of Religious Education

t is with great joy and a prayerful heart

that I begin my ministry as Director

of Religious Education at Our Lady

of Ransom Parish. In the words of the
famous Whitney Houston song, “I believe the
children are the future, teach them well and
let them lead the way” —because they truly

are the future of our Church. One day our

children will lead us in ways we never dreamt possible. But the
task at hand is huge, preparing our youth for what lies ahead in
their personal faith journey.

A dear friend gave me this quote, “When you come to the edge of
all the light you have known, and you are about to step out in the
darkness, FAITH is knowing one of two things will happen . . ..
there will be something to stand on or you will be taught how to
fly.” In Religious Education we attempt to do both. We attempt
to give our students a strong theology to stand on through weekly
classes, service opportunities, sacramental preparation, and regular
participation in prayer and Mass. At the same time we encourage
our students to fly by experiencing their faith in small ways each
day, by seeing the face of Jesus in others, and by coming to know
and share Christ’s abundant love.

Through faith, prayer and God’s grace, our future looks bright.
Our children will lead us!

Maureen Valvassori, DRE

Prayer for 2011
Year of Teens and Young Adults

The Lord said, “Then afterwards I will pour out my spirit on all
[lesh; your sons and dawghters shall prophesy, your old men shall
dream dveams, and your youny men shall see visions.”

Joel 2:28 (NRSV)

O GOD OF BOUNDLESS MERCY AND GOODNESS, RENEW YOUR SPIRIT
WITHIN THE YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN OF YOUR CHURCH, SO THAT
THEY CAN STAND STRONG TO HEAR AND FOLLOW YOUR CALL TO
TRANSFORM THE FACE OF THE EARTH. BLESS, GUIDE, AND ACCOMPANY
ALL YOUR DAUGHTERS AND SONS, WHO SEEK TO DO YOUR WILL AND
WAIT FOR THE COMING OF YOUR KINGDOM. WE PRAY THROUGH
CHRIST OUR LORD.

Amen.

Directors of Religious Education must
balance the weighty and awesome
responsibility of bringing hundreds of
young people closer to Christ with the
sometimes trivial and mundane tasks
necessary to foster that closeness. They
study Scripture with one hand while
dialing the phone to order more crayons
with the other. They must use modern
technology as needed to win and keep
children’s attention while maintaining
the integrity of teachings more than two
thousand years old. Using books and a
handful of dedicated volunteers, they
manage to keep the future of our
Church alive.

“Theology on Tap” for young adults.




Tending the Garden

ne of the most wonderful additions to our parish
grounds in recent years has been the Garden
of Reflection. In addition to the absolutely
beautiful landscaping seen throughout our property,
the garden has also become a special place of prayer and
remembrance of our loved ones, living and deceased.
The concept of engraving paving bricks
with their names turned out to be hugely

popular and successful.

Looking to the future, each year an

offeving will be made to the parishioners to
participate in the engvaved brick program.
So, if you missed it this year, you will have

another chance next year!

We are very grateful to our parish volunteers

who tend the different sections of our landscaping,

keeping them so beautiful. They come with their
gardening tools to weed, cultivate, fertilize and otherwise
care for our grounds. If you are interested in this or any

other form of service in or through our parish, please
know that you are always welcome. Kindly call the
Ministry Center and express your wish to get involved.

Our Lady of Ransom Serves

Our ministries continue to evolve and expand to

meet the needs of our Parishioners as a result of your
dedication and generosity. We invite all parishioners to
spend a couple of hours each month sharing their talents
in gratitude for the gifts they have been given. Please visit

our website www.olransom.org for more details on our

many ministries.

LITURGY & WORSHIP
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Stewardship

Who is a Christian Steward? One who is grateful for the
gifts received and eager to use them to show love for
God and for others. We look to the life and teachings
of Jesus, the model steward, for guidance in living as
Christian stewards.
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OLR and Communication in the 21st Century

Early Christians communicated the
Christian message orally. Traditions
were told in story form before the
written word was widely available.
Not too long ago, we relied solely on
the telephone, mail, parish bulletin,
meetings and word of mouth to
share our stories.

In the 21st century, communications
has changed dramatically. We now
have the ability to send out mass
communications in a split second

via email, share pictures, video and
news on our website and interact
with parishioners as well as the world

media sites. We have the ability but
we need the time and talent of our
parishioners to move us forward.

Currently, we are looking for
volunteers to help us with the
growing needs of improving our
online communications. Our plans
include a new look for our website,
a social media interactive webpage
and writing and distributing e-blasts
to our parishioners. Please call the

Ministry Center if you are interested.

To keep up with Our Lady of
Ransom news, visit our website.
You can quickly access our website

LBAV>""B}E, el iP.ebA
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are free at your apps store. Your
smartphone will be immediately
connected to our parish website.

QR code for Our Lady
of Ransom website.

wide Catholic community on social

CWC—Woman of the Year

Lynda Santrella has been selected
as OLR’s CWC’s Woman of the
Year. Lynda has been a parishioner
for over 50 years, since the
inception of OLR. She has been
active in the music ministry since
1990; the adult and youth choir
for 18 years, a cantor for 13

years, and she is “Music Lady” in the Religious
Education program for the last 19 years.

Lynda has served on teams for Cursillo, CRHP,
and many other prayer groups. Her music has
brought hours of enjoyment to many patients
of nursing homes and hospitals. For the past

27 years she has been involved with the Niles/
Park Ridge CROP Walk for Hunger. Lynda
received an award from Maine Township for her
25 years involvement, and October 17,2010
Maine Township set aside Lynda Santrella Day
in Park Ridge.

Lynda also volunteers for Fun Fest, St. Joseph
Table, and the Catholic Women’s Club. She has
worked for the Glenview State Bank for over

45 years. She is the model of a good Christian
woman, and is very deserving of being OLR’s
Woman of the Year. Lynda was honored at a
luncheon of Vicariate II/ACCW on May 7, and
also at our May Crowning on Tuesday, May 10.

Prayer Shaw| Ministry

Prayer Shawls are knitted or crocheted by
members of Our Lady of Ransom and then
given to members of the parish who might be
iY«iATiTBE v wBOHIE R ... ik AURR AS
homebound. These shawls are called “Prayer
Shawls” because the person making it has
promised to weave prayers into the shawl. They
pray that God will provide healing of body, mind
and spirit to the person who will receive it, and
ask for God’s love to surround and support this
person. Anyone calling the Ministry Center or
speaking to a Minister of Care or a staff member
may make Prayer Shawl requests.

Members of this ministry can participate with

a group or alone in their own home. If you are
homebound or unable to come to a meeting,
but would like to create a prayerfully made
shawl, please call us. We invite all to prayertully
consider joining this ministry. If interested or if
you have any questions call Nancy Stranczek

at 847-699-7129.
Experience our
shared life,
together, as
disciples of

Jesus Christ.




Our Financial Stewardship

Year Ended
6/30/11

Year Ended

Increase
(Decrease)

6/30/10

Christmas Collections 73,548 79,552 (6,004)
Easter Collections 54,598 57,415 (2,817)
Total Collections 855,981 886,843 (30,862)
Religious Education 23,528 34,695 (11,167)
Auxiliary Groups and Fundraising 29,592 129,312 (99,720)
@ > B A > AL E  O{IncOE £ Ex]™a0E EE  njmc
Other Receipts 42.899 37,660 5,239
Total Ordinary Income $ 976,872 $ 1,104,412 $ (127,540)
Ordinary Maintenance and Repair 54,750 85,131 30,381
117« 1"iAE E ££O0]EEnE E nnln£lE E -Ol]lnxx
Loan Expenses 0 32,590 32,590
Administrative Expenses 22,794 25,615 2,821
Archdiocesan Assessment 138,948 149,710 10,762
Insurance 38,592 35,040 (3,552)
Equip/Furnishing/Supplies 53,870 29,635 (24,235)
Religious Education 54,030 60,620 6,590
Education Subsidy 18,055 27,340 9,285
Anniversary Raffle Expense” 57,090 57,090
Misc. Other 40,928 34,931 (5,997)
Total Church Expenditures $ 993,705 $ 943,942 $ (49,763)
T E<iA>I EDAEONY 1OF E  _EEInII®E E  fEaj{CaE E -£cclia
Adjusted Net Operating Surplus™ $ 40,257 $ 103,380 $ (63,123)
X
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Adjusted Net Surplus (Deficit) $ 294,199 $ 311,806 $ (17,607)
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Insurance — 4%

EXPENDITURES Equipment/Furnishings/Supplies — 4%

Rellglous Education — 5%
—— Total Collections— 70%

Auxiliary Groups & Fundraising — 2% Other — 4%
Religious Education — 2%
Donatlons & Memorials — 2%
Other Receipts — 4%

Interest Earned — 0%
,— Lease Income — 20%

l— Salaries and Benefits — 41%

Ordmary Maintenance and Repair — 6%
Utilities— 11%
Administration Expenses— 2%

As parishioners, each of us is responsible for supporting our parish.

A special note of recognition to the top 20% of contributors who gave 80% of total contributions over the last year.

Anmversary Raffle Expense* — 6%

l_ Education Subsidy — 2%

2010-2011 VITAL STATISTICS

Registered Families 1,966
Registered Persons 5,436
17AI} AT« EAATE® £ Ex
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Baptisms 45
First Communions 21
e "wA“> e A o™
Marriages 19
Funerals 56




Mission
Statement

We, the people of Our Lady of Ransom,
are a Catholic Faith Community enriched by

our diverse cultural heritages. Through prayer,
C1TOBPR>VA>SHANEA"BO ™ >B/kte E
our Father to share our individual gifts as stewards

of His creation.

By focusing on Jesus and His Good News, we
grow in wisdom and knowledge, and rise to meet
the challenges of Christian virtues in all aspects

of our life. The Holy Spirit empowers and inspires

us to build God’s kingdom on earth by

tearlessly reaching out to others in need.

OUR I_.ADY

OF R ANSOM

CATHOLIC CHURCH

8300 Greenwood Avenue
Niles, IL 60714-2350

Ministry Center:
8624 W. Normal Avenue
Phone: 847-823-2550
Fax: 847-823-4291

www.olransom.org

FAQs

HOW MUCH OF WHAT | CONTRIBUTE ON
SUNDAY GOES TO THE ARCHDIOCESE?

Our parish, like all Archdiocesan Parishes, is
assessed 10% of offertory collections by the
Archdiocese. The Archdiocese uses these monies
to fund its staff and operating costs including
support services given to our Parish. It is
important to note that there is no assessment on
bequests, Sharing Parish donations, and interest
on savings with the Archdiocese.

WHAT IS THE BENEFIT OF A BEQUEST

TO OUR LADY OF RANSOM PARISH?

Gifts and bequests are important to the future of
our Parish. The funds are used exclusively within
the Parish and help to supplement the Parish
reserves. Please consider making a gift to the
Parish in your will.

WHAT IS THE PLANNED
CONTRIBUTION PROGRAM?

While your generosity is deeply appreciated in any
amount and at any time, a planned contribution
schedule greatly enhances our Parish’s ability to
budget its programs and prepare for the future.
Like the act of creation that it reflects, stewardship
is most effective when it follows a plan. There

are several options available to plan your support
for our Parish:

Monthly or weekly envelope contribution
Recurring monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or
annual debit to VISA or MasterCard

Recurring monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or
annual debit from your checking account

HOW ELSE CAN | HELP
OUR LADY OF RANSOM PARISH?

We invite you to spend a few hours each month
A >ECBDAE E>.i BAEALI"iwE
of others. Our ministries listed in this report
offer you an opportunity to share fellowship
while serving others. We warmly welcome

your participation.

We gratefully acknowledge J.S. Paluch Company for donating the printing of this report.



